
    
 

Higher Education Accreditation Boot Camp for Prospective Policymakers 
Thursday, July 27 - Friday, July 28 

Hotel George 
Washington, DC 

 
SEMINAR GOALS 

• Deepen their knowledge of what accreditation is, what accreditation does and how 
the accreditation process works; 

• Gain a working knowledge of accreditation’s history; 
• Deepen their understanding of the federal government’s oversight role with respect 

to postsecondary accreditation; 
• Explore the strengths and weaknesses of the current accreditation system and 

consider areas for, and specific recommendations for, improvement; 
• Experience an inside introduction to the legislative process; and 
• Hear how the accreditation conversation has recently changed and developed from 

the vantage point of the media. 
 

AGENDA 

 
Thursday, July 27 

 

 
9:00am   Registration & Breakfast 
 
9:30-10:45am  Welcome & Higher Education Accreditation Primer and  

Overview 
 
SPEAKERS: MaryEllen McGuire, PNPI and Elise Scanlon, Elise Scanlon Law Group 
 
This session will provide an overview of the accreditation system including the players and 
their roles, the types of institutions that are accredited and the types of accreditation and 
accreditors. 
 



10:45-11:00am  Break 
 
11:00am-12pm  How Did We Get Here?  A Short History of Accreditation  
 
SPEAKER: Andrew Gillen, Independent Higher Education Consultant and Susan Hattan, 
National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities  
 
This session will look back at how the current system of accreditation got its start, how its 
evolved and explore how Congress has been involved in making change to the system. 
 
12:00-1:15pm  Lunch and Networking  
 
During lunch, participants will hear from current and former legislative and/or executive 
branch staff as they discuss their career paths and discuss their current work. 
 
1:15-1:30pm   Break 
 
1:30-2:30pm   The U.S. Department of Education: Oversight &  

Accountability  
 
SPEAKER: Melissa Emrey-Arras, GAO and David Bergeron, Center for American Progress 
 
This session will explore what ED and NACIQIs roles are in ensuring accountability in addition 
to findings from GAO’s report on ED oversight.  
 
2:30- 2:40pm  Break 
 
2:40-4:00pm   Today’s Accreditation System: Strengths, Weaknesses and  

Room for Improvement 
 
SPEAKERS: Amy Laitinen, New America; Rick O’Donnell, Skills Fund; and Michale McComis, 
ACCSC 
 
This session will look into the strengths and weaknesses of the current system, explore 
barriers to innovation and how the system could be improved. 

 
4:15-5:30pm   Networking Reception 
 
During the networking reception, participants will have the opportunity to interact with each 
other, speakers and PNPI staff over drinks and appetizers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday, July 28 
 

 
9:00-9:30am   Registration & Breakfast  
 
9:30-10:45am  A Mock Accreditation with Q&A 
 
SPEAKERS: MaryEllen McGuire, PNPI and Elise Scanlon, Elise Scanlon Law Group 
 
During the mock accreditation, participants will experience a simulation of an accreditation 
review and decision process of a fictional institution.  
 
10:45-10:55am  Break 
 
10:55am-12:10pm  Ideas for Accreditation Reform 
 
SPEAKERS: Terri Taylor, Ed Counsel and Ben Miller, Center for American Progress 
 
This session will present two ideas for reform and participants will consider the pros and cons 
of each. 
 
12:10-1:15pm  Lunch 
 
1:15 - 2:15pm  Leg 101: How the Legislative Process Really Works 
 
During this session, an inside look of the legislative process will be presented through the eyes 
of former congressional staff. 
 
2:15-2:25pm   Break 
 
2:25-3:25pm   Media Perspectives  
 
SPEAKERS: Doug Lederman, Inside Higher Ed and Eric Kelderman, Chronicle of Higher 
Education  
 
Two higher education journalists will share how they have seen the accreditation 
conversation change and develop over recent years. 
 
3:25-3:35pm   Break 
 
3:35-4:15pm   Close & Evaluation  
 
 


