
 

 

 
 
 
 
MEN OF COLOR IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

The enrollment and graduation rates of men of color in higher education lag behind not only those of 
white male students but also those of women of color. In 2013, only 38% of African-American students, 
43% of Latino students, 40% of Native American students and 48% of Asian and Pacific Islander 
students were men.  
 

ENROLLMENT  
 

 Between 1990 and 2013, there was a continued pattern of fewer men of color than women of color 
enrolling in undergraduate programs.  

 In 2011, African-American men comprised only 6% of all undergraduate students enrolled at 
institutions of higher education.  

 In 2013, 38% of African-American undergraduates, 40% of Native American 
undergraduates, 43% of Hispanic undergraduates and 48% of Asian and Pacific Islander 
(AAPI) undergraduates were men. 

 Community colleges serve as the primary pathway into public institutions of higher education for 
male students of color.  

 Federal data suggests that 72% percent of African-American and 72% of Latino male 
students begin their postsecondary education at community colleges.    

 
 
DEGREE ATTAINMENT 
 
 Across racial/ethnic groups, male students earned a smaller share of undergraduate degrees and 

certificates than female students in 2012–2013. The exception to this trend is with AAPI students. 
 35% of African-American male students completed bachelor’s degrees within six years, 

compared to 45% of African-American females. 
 49% of Latino male students completed bachelor’s degrees within six years, compared to 

55% of Latino females. 
 37% of American Indian/Alaska Native male students completed bachelor’s degrees within 

six years, compared to 43% of American Indian/Alaska Native females. 
 50% of AAPI male students completed bachelor’s degrees within six years, compared to 

49% of AAPI females.  
 In 2013, the percentage of males aged 25 to 29 who had completed a bachelor’s degree or higher 

was 55% for AAPI students, 37% for whites, 17% for African-Americans and 13% for Latinos. 
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